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Henige, Chris

From: Henige, Chris
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2014 1:59 PM
To: Melton, Renee M; Messer, Susan C
Cc: McPhail, Mark L
Subject: RE: Request for Clarification

Renee; 
 
That is her decision to make, and not yours to “instruct”. As noted, I will give her until the end of the day to respond, and
then proceed with a formal complaint against her.  
 
Chris 
 

From: Melton, Renee M  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2014 12:25 PM 
To: Henige, Chris; Messer, Susan C 
Cc: McPhail, Mark L 
Subject: Re: Request for Clarification 
 
Chris, 
 
I have directed Sue not to respond to your request as I feel it is a non-issue for the reasons stated in my previous note. 
 
Renée 
 
 
Renée Melton 
Chair, Department of Art and Design 
Associate Professor of Graphic Design 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
 

From: <Henige>, Chris <henigec@uww.edu> 
Date: Friday, August 29, 2014 11:56 AM 
To: Campus User <meltonr@uww.edu>, "Messer, Susan C" <messers@uww.edu> 
Cc: "McPhail, Mark L" <mcphailm@uww.edu> 
Subject: RE: Request for Clarification 
 
Renee; 
  
I have provided Sue with an opportunity to clarify the situation, one which I considered to be potentially misleading and 
defamatory, before I take further action. At the same meeting it was determined that if a student had an issue with a 
faculty member they should talk first to that faculty member, does that not apply to faculty? 
  
I am seeking an amicable resolution to the situation – simply that whichever of us is in error stands up and 
acknowledges it. If I do not hear from Sue on the matter by the end of the day, I will assume that no notification of the 
proposal exists, and I will take the Dean’s advice – “if you have a grievance, file a complaint.” 
  
Chris 
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From: Melton, Renee M  
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2014 11:41 AM 
To: Henige, Chris; Messer, Susan C 
Cc: McPhail, Mark L 
Subject: Re: Request for Clarification 
  
Chris, 
  
Your motion to develop a department policy for review of curricular proposals is the point of consideration here. The 
discussion was tabled during the department meeting on Thursday, August 18th at your request. I will add the topic to the 
meeting agenda for Monday, September 15th. At that time you are free to make a motion for consideration of the voting 
faculty. That discussion will involve specifics of the motion only and will not involve accusations of any kind. 
  
Based on direct observation and review of the meeting minutes, I find the issue you raised below to be part of conventional 
meeting operations in which all parties have the opportunity to present their perspective. There is no need to revisit the 
conversation and no need for further action from Sue.  
  
Renée 
  
Renée Melton 
Chair, Department of Art and Design 
Associate Professor of Graphic Design 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
  

From: <Henige>, Chris <henigec@uww.edu> 
Date: Friday, August 29, 2014 10:19 AM 
To: "Messer, Susan C" <messers@uww.edu> 
Cc: Campus User <meltonr@uww.edu> 
Subject: Request for Clarification 
  
Professor Messer; 
  
At yesterday’s meeting, you made a very clear implication that I was not being truthful about not having received 
notification on the original nonwestern art history course proposal, and that I had not seen it until I requested it from 
Jared and from the UCC chair. I believe this left the faculty believing that I was lying, and that this was potentially 
defamatory. After the meeting, I requested that you resend me that notification to me, so that if it had indeed been sent 
to me, I could make my apologies to the faculty, and the question of the truth of the matter would not remain open. 
  
I renew this request now, and ask that if it turns out that I was not notified as you had suggested, that a formal 
correction be made by you to the faculty at large. If you can demonstrate that I was in fact sent this notification, I will do 
the same. 
  
Dr. Henige 


