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Henige, Chris

From: Henige, Chris
Sent: Saturday, March 25, 2017 10:08 PM
To: Faris, Teresa F; ferella@uww.edu; Flanagan, Michael; Frame, Teri; Hubbard, John J; Ince, 

Julia C; Janovec, Jared A; Kim, Daniel I; Lind, Teresa M; leudkec@uww.edu; Melton, 
Renee M; Messer, Susan C; Miller, Bill; Handzlik, Bethann; Porcaro, Greg; Wadhwa, 
Gautam; White, Max L; Wilk, Deborah J; Willsey, Maggie; Zhang, Xiaohong

Subject: Fw: Further Curricular Issues

See below 

From: Henige, Chris 
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2017 5:01 PM 
To: Mertens, Robert J 
Cc: Cook, Greg; Elrod, Susan 
Subject: Further Curricular Issues  
  
Interim Dean Mertens; 
 
As long as we're on the subject of time-to-degree issues, there is another elephant in that room that I have not 
mentioned lately, but which certainly needs to be talked about within the faculty.  
 
The BFA Studio program also takes on average 23 credits more than we say it will. According to the IRP 
Dashboard for Time and Credits to Degree, it takes an average of 11.7 terms, which is essentially six years if 
we exclude summer terms, for a program we say is 125 credits. In the past, when I was chair, I analyzed what 
was going on, and it was abundantly clear. Students are being required to take more than the 15 
credits we require in the area of specialization, far more. In most cases they cannot even entertain the notion 
of undergoing Junior Review as juniors, nor before they have taken far more than 15 credits in their 
specialization. Faculty have argued that their students are better prepared to apply to graduate schools as a 
result. Well of course they are, they've taken 21, 24, 27 credits in their area of specialization before we permit 
them to graduate, despite the fact that we say that they need only 15. And that's fine, but then we have to 
recognize that instead of requiring 15 credits we are effectively requiring 24 in the specialization at a 
minimum,  and that those 9 extra credits need to be taken from somewhere else in the degree requirements 
in order to maintain any credibility and balance relative to a 125-credit degree. The logical place to take them 
from is the 18 credits of art electives in 2D and 3D.  
 
There would be three benefits to this. First, it would continue the record of top-quality from our BFA 
programs. Second, it would allow students to focus in their areas closer to graduation, not being burdened to 
take extra courses outside of their area due to the elective requirements. Third, it would help us fulfill our 
promise that a student can graduate in 125 credits, saving them money and time to graduation. We fulfill our 
promises, and they still have the opportunity to realize theirs. Everybody wins, except the Cashier's Office. 
Those in the public who are fighting against the excessive cost of a college education, who are fighting against 
excessive student loan burden, will also see that we're doing what we can to aid in their cause. It's just good 
PR. We want people to point at our programs for the right reasons, not the wrong ones. We have an 
opportunity to be leaders, not scapegoats. 
 



2

Chris  


