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Henige, Chris

From: Henige, Chris
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 2:58 PM
To: McPhail, Mark L
Subject: RE: Office move

Dean McPhail; 
 
I have no problems with the document, and confirm that I will adhere to it. 
 
I don’t imagine you are aware of what occurred on Tuesday at the hearing, but there was one aspect of it that I found 
particularly offensive, and I have been struggling over the last two days about whether and how to address it with you. 
As expected, Professors Messer and Melton made allegations of gender bias, substantiated only by the fact that all 
decision-makers in questions of art history have been women, except you. So in order to include my criticisms of your 
conduct into their model, they expanded their claim: “Henige is unable to accept leadership from members of protected 
classes”, and made a specific allegation that my criticism of you has been based on your race.  
 
I have never had any indication from you that you felt this was the case, nor do I believe I have made any indication to 
you that such was the case. In my view, this is another line crossed by Messer and Melton, and one which demands firm 
action. I don’t really know what that is, but I can’t believe you would allow them to use your race as a tool in this 
fashion.  
 
Your conduct over the last two weeks has been exemplary, and I anticipate that this may be in part due to a recognition 
that a line was crossed that shouldn’t have been, but also I’m sure System Legal had something to say about the possible 
implications of Melton and Messer’s actions. It doesn’t really matter to me why, it’s just that I have noted your 
willingness to accommodate, and have appreciated it. 
 
 
 

From: McPhail, Mark L  
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 1:27 PM 
To: Henige, Chris 
Subject: Re: Office move 
 
Chris, 
 
I’ll contact IcIT to have the problem addressed as soon as possible. 
 
I am also attaching a copy of the letter that we discussed confirming the extension of the accommodations you requested 
through this semester.  Please let me know of any questions or concerns you have. 
 
Finally, I would like to know how, or if, you would like me to communicate to the faculty in your department the reason for 
your absence?  Please let me know. 
 
Mark 
 
 
Dr. Mark Lawrence McPhail 
Dean, College of Arts and Communication 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
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2001 Greenhill Center of the Arts 
Whitewater, Wisconsin  53190-1790 
(262) 472-1221 
 

From: <Henige>, Chris <henigec@uww.edu> 
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2015 at 1:00 PM 
To: "McPhail, Mark L" <mcphailm@uww.edu> 
Subject: RE: Office move 
 
Dean McPhail; 
  
I do not anticipate moving anything into Winther. It’s nothing more than a place to hold office hours as far as I’m 
concerned. 
  
I do have an issue with Hyer 212 – there’s a brown burnout spot across the entire projection – do you know who I should 
contact about a fix or a replacement for the projector?  
  

From: McPhail, Mark L  
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 9:52 AM 
To: Henige, Chris 
Cc: Mertens, Robert J 
Subject: Re: Office move 
  
Chris, 
  
Do you plan on moving to Winther over the weekend as well?  I’m trying to coordinate with Katie Heyning.  Let me know your 
plans when you can.  Thank you. 
  
Mark 
  
  
Dr. Mark Lawrence McPhail 
Dean, College of Arts and Communication 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
2001 Greenhill Center of the Arts 
Whitewater, Wisconsin  53190-1790 
(262) 472-1221 
  

From: <Henige>, Chris <henigec@uww.edu> 
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2015 at 7:03 AM 
To: "McPhail, Mark L" <mcphailm@uww.edu> 
Subject: RE: Office move 
  
Dean McPhail; 
  
I need to remove the books I want to keep over the weekend, before the remainders are sent to the library, so I just 
wanted you to know that as it wasn’t clear from your note below. 
  

From: McPhail, Mark L  
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 6:29 AM 
To: Henige, Chris 
Subject: Re: Office move 
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Chris, 
  
We’re on the process of getting you keys for the office in Winther, and I’ve asked to have the books you’d like to donate 
moved to the library.  Bob has alerted the building managers that you’ll be present on Saturday, and I’ve informed Renée of 
this to insure that she will not be present then.  Let me know if you need anything else. 
  
Mark 
  
  
Dr. Mark Lawrence McPhail 
Dean, College of Arts and Communication 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
2001 Greenhill Center of the Arts 
Whitewater, Wisconsin  53190-1790 
(262) 472-1221 
  

From: <Henige>, Chris <henigec@uww.edu> 
Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 8:56 PM 
To: Robert Mertens <mertensr@uww.edu> 
Cc: "McPhail, Mark L" <mcphailm@uww.edu> 
Subject: Office move 
  
Bob; 
  
I plan to remove all of my personal possessions from my office this weekend. I have asked the Dean to arrange to have 
the books that I leave behind brought over to the library – I have been in discussions with them about donating them 
since December. I just made the request of the Dean so I don’t know what I’ll hear back. Could you let the building 
managers know about this so I don’t have police showing up? 
  
Chris 


